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Tips to help you understand your benefits

Enrolling in classes or training — What you need to know

In most cases, your Gl Bill entittement is charged according to your training time. If
you're training full-time for four months, you’'d use four months of entitlement. If you're
training at one-half time, you’d use two months of entitlement. If you're enrolled in an
apprenticeship/on-the-job training program, your entitlement is charged according to the
amount of benefits you are receiving. If you drop a course or withdraw after the drop
period and receive a grade that doesn’t count as credit towards your GPA, VA will
reduce benefits effective the first day of the term, creating an overpayment. (A failing
grade does count towards your GPA.) Schools are not allowed to stop a Gl Bill student
from attending classes for up to 90 days while awaiting VA payments.

Resources to better understand your Gl Bill benefits

The first place to start is the VA.gov website, which lays out the different programs and
how to apply. Also, check out “Building Your Future with the Gl Bill® Series.” Part 1 is
an overview of your educational options, such as a college degree, pivoting to a career
in technology, pursuing entrepreneurship and various paths in between. Part 2 lays out
a comparison of education benefits to help you determine the appropriate VA benefit
based on your eligibility and goals.

Your Certificate of Eligibility (COE) and your Award Letters are two of the most
important documents you get from VA about your Gl Bill benefits. They lay out what
benefits you will receive, so it's important to understand what they mean for you. VA has
created a step-by-step explanation of both. Take a look at the guide to your Certificate
of Eligibility and the guide to your Award Letter. Looking beyond just the Gl Bill, the VA
Welcome Kit can help guide you to the benefits and services you’ve earned.
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https://gibill.custhelp.va.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/910
https://gibill.custhelp.va.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/910
https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/fgib/transition_act.asp
https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/fgib/transition_act.asp
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2Feducation%2Fabout-gi-bill-benefits%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804118836%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Ypr4nWg5SyYUebZhQ43uC%2FFWyhSzSHFImoMSlMT%2FbBc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2Feducation%2Fhow-to-apply%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804128790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=p0uogUyU0NZczofo1pHx7bnv04q%2FA2wAcI2LARcsqQY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbenefits.va.gov%2Fgibill%2Fdocs%2Fgibguideseries%2Fchooseyoureducationpathway.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804128790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RUzMEzGU0cX8MKHhpFqUO4%2FEs8c5D%2FpZxG5Y1Jvgq5w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbenefits.va.gov%2Fgibill%2Fdocs%2Fgibguideseries%2Fchooseyoureducationbenefits.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804138745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=v1FJ8UFg99S4vxPHzaqQ%2Fspo1yaQyVoNaOE7lIthQEQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbenefits.va.gov%2Fgibill%2Funderstandingyourcoe.asp&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804138745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tv06ncZgfpMNBMPXd8P3fsJ77Ipex8Atw7WHI1pi2ys%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbenefits.va.gov%2Fgibill%2Funderstandingyourcoe.asp&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804138745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tv06ncZgfpMNBMPXd8P3fsJ77Ipex8Atw7WHI1pi2ys%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbenefits.va.gov%2Fgibill%2Funderstandingyourawardletter.asp&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804148701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YYqXURsTrqr6Y9TpiOKjRgpRNH4c%2BB7qKXzPajcpcbc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2Fwelcome-kit%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804148701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=m9RPTJKp5uU1KuJjvvULi2Zir2oUrxOxqDnF0YtIoyk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2Fwelcome-kit%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceaab2360270d47823e2908d99a59955c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637710531804148701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=m9RPTJKp5uU1KuJjvvULi2Zir2oUrxOxqDnF0YtIoyk%3D&reserved=0

